
MINUTES and Directors report  
 

MARTINSBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING 
August 23, 2018 

 
 

Present:  Gary Wine, Vice-Chairman, Sara Douglass, Treasurer, John D. Miller, Billie J. Grey.  Absent: 
Scott Campbell, Chairman.  Gretchen Frye, Library Director was also in attendance. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00pm by Gary Wine, Vice-Chairman. 
 
Minutes 
The July 26, 2018 minutes were approved unanimously on a Douglass/Miller motion. 
 
Public Comments 
There were no public comments.  Vice-Chairman Wine welcomed new board member, Billy Grey, to her 
first meeting.  She has been appointed by the County Council to fill the expired term of Kris Carr. 
 
Financial Report 
The financial reports were unanimously approved subject to audit on a Douglass/Miller motion. 
 
Director’s Report 
Gretchen Fry’s report is attached to these minutes.  Sara Douglass had questions on the method for 
reporting circulation data.  Gretchen will look into changes for reporting this data. 
 
Development/community outreach 
Kelly Tanksley reported that the annual reports (Bibliostat) were being prepared and would be on the 
website shortly.  A thank you to donors, in a form yet to be decided, is being prepared. 
 
Old Business 
Library Foundation – Library personnel met with David DeJarnette, an attorney with Bowles Rice, on 
August 22 to discuss the status of the Library Foundation.  He requested more information before any 
farther action can be taken.  A second meeting is scheduled for September 26. 
 
A positive report was given for the Commission Training held August 7, 2018 in Shepherdstown.  Scott 
Campbell, Sara Douglass, and John Miller attended. 
 
New Business 
Estimated costs to open branch libraries for an additional day were presented.  The total cost is 
calculated to be approximately $30,000.00 and the first year can be covered with excess funds from last 
year’s budget.  Monies going forward cannot be assured.  Gretchen does not believe we should set new 
opening days without assurance that they can continue after the first year.   On a Douglass/Miller 
motion Gretchen was asked to pursue additional funding from the County Council and Berkeley County 
Board of Education to assure the continued opening.  The suggestion was made to request $10,000.00 
from the Board of Education for Musselman/South Berkeley and $20,000.00 from the County Council for 
Hedgesville and North Berkeley.  The Martinsburg Library’s hours would not be affected.  
 



Announcement was made of a bequest to the Library Commission from the estate of Helen Keisecome 
in the amount of $342,892.65. 
 
Discussion of strategic planning will be added to the agenda for the next commission meeting. 
 
Executive Session 
On a Douglas/ Miller motion the commission went into executive session at 5:46 to discuss a personnel 
issue.  They returned to open session at 5:55. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:58 on a Douglas/Grey motion 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
John D. Miller 
Acting Secretary 
 
Attachments: 
Director’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Directors Report August 2018 

 

The Old Berkley Garden Club received a grant for mulch and Sara Douglass worked with the 
County Community Service workers to pick up the mulch and spread it at the Martinsburg and 
Hedgesville libraries. 

I gave a presentation on library resources for 65 new K-12 teachers at Blue Ridge Community 
College.   Kelly gave a presentation to students at Valley College.  Dana attended the Annual 
New Teachers Breakfast. 

The library will again be participating in this years United Way “Day of Caring” on Tuesday, 
September 11th.  Volunteers will be helping with special projects around the library. 

Kira Piper, who we hired three months ago as a part-time reference/computer lab attendant 
has resigned to take a full-time school librarian position in Maryland.  Two full-time positions 
have been posted:  A Computer lab/Circulation associate and A Teen/Tween librarian.  We are 
currently in the process of interviewing for the Computer lab/circulation position and hope to 
start interviewing for the Teen/Tween position next week. 

Blue Ridge has resumed funding for its work-study program so the library will have at least one 
work-study student helping us out by the end of August.   

 

Educational Opportunities- Library Conferences FYE 2019: 

West Virginia Library Association Annual Conference- November 7-9th, 2018 at Stonewell 
Resort in Roanoke, WV.   

West Virginia Library Association Spring Fling- TBA 

Computers in Libraries- March 26-28th, 2019 in Arlington, VA 

American Library Association Annual conference- June 20-25, 2019 in Washington, D.C.   
National Library Legislative Day will coincide with the conference. 

 

 

 

 


