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Public Library 

Discover the Possibilities 

Welcome  to the quarterly newsletter for the Martinsburg-Berkeley 

County Public Libraries.  This newsletter will showcase  books, programs, 

and spaces  throughout the library system. This edition has focused on 

new faces, and some upcoming programs. With our new  website, more 

information will be available online  including our calendar of events with 

a more in-depth description.  Many new programs for all ages can be 

found at our library. We look forward to serving you. 

We have new library cards for 

all patrons, including our lit-

tlest ones. Starting at age 1  

children can have a card (My 

First Card). Our kaleidoscope  

card has been designed espe-

cially for teens and Professor 

Newton is for our home school 

families and educators. We 

also have a new adult card with 

our new logo.  

Teens, children, and home-

school/educators may ex-

change their current card for a 

new card (must have current 

card to avoid fee) Adults may 

exchange their current 

adult card for the new 

card at a fee of $1.00

(must have current card) 

If you don’t have your 

current card the current 

replacement fee will be 

charged. 
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Our seeds are in and we are working on  

programs to make our seed library a suc-

cess. Watch for updates and when pro-

grams will be held. 

 For our summer reading program EPTA 

and Shepherd  have partnered  to pur-

chase  passes that the library has been 

giving out for a free ride to a program..  

THANK YOU!!! 



 

  Cynthia Hinojosa-Martinsburg Circ. 

I am history major just moved to ar-
ea, from Chambersburg, Pa. I am 
happy go lucky not always lucky 
though, I love old historical buildings 
anything antique. My favorite color is 
blue and I donate a lot of my off time 
to helping veterans. I love baking and 
yard work, and I love to cook food  of 
any kind. I find myself a helpful per-
son and will go out of my way  to help 
anyone.  I am half German and Spanish and speak 
my native tongue.  

Dawn Decker-Martinsburg Circ.  

I love books and learning and what better 
place to find those things than at the li-
brary. I am here to help patrons and to 
make the library a special place for them.  I 
just want to make each person's day a little 
brighter. 

Lynn Walker– Fiscal Services Manager 

I am a native West Virginian who enjoys 
spending time with friends and family doing 
outdoor activities such as swimming, hiking, 
floating on the river or anything near wa-
ter.  I am proud to be working and giving 
back to the community in which I grew up.  

Seamus Sullivan– 

Martinsburg Circ. 

I'm an aspiring screen-

writer from Baltimore 

who studied film and 

history at Temple Uni-

versity. I enjoy playing 

basketball, studying his-

tory, and going to the 

movies. I devour Reese's 

peanut butter cups. 

 

 

Regina Miles- Hedgesville Public Library  

 

 

 

 
I have volunteered at the North Berkeley Library for 
several years, so you may have run into me there. I 
enjoy listening to books on CD and using our eAudio 
downloads, so if I can help you use our downloads, 
let me know! 



Jenny Braithwaite-Martinsburg Children 

After 20 years working with children as a teacher and a 
nanny, I wanted a different challenge using my strengths 
in helping with the children's department.  My favorite 
books to read to young children is If You Give A Mouse A 
Cookie by Joffe Numeroff, Miss Nelson Is Missing by 
Harry Allard, and Wonder by by RJ  Palacio for the older 
children.  On my off time I enjoy painting, and going out 
to eat with my husband.  If I had the strength I would 
love to learn to be carpenter.   

 

 

Yvonne Graves– Musselman Circ. 
 
I am a life-long lover of books.  I started 
reading and writing when I was four and 
have never stopped.  I 
worked in an administrative 
capacity for over 20 years 
but have always kept reading 
and writing close to me.  I 
love history and try to incor-
porate it into my travel when 
I can; my trip to Europe sev-
eral years ago was awe-
inspiring for me as a history 
buff.  I love nature and camp as much as 
possible; Skyline Drive is beautiful in every 
season.  I enjoy working at the Musselman/
South Berkeley branch immensely and the 
patrons have been wonderful . 

Mathew Winters– Martinsburg Comp. 

I'm an avid lover of technology and music, as I am a drummer. 
I thoroughly enjoy helping others with challenges and meeting 
new people. I've lived in Martinsburg my whole life. 

 

Amber Jackson– Martinsburg Children 

 

I am a new mother, and my daughter loves to 
come to the library.  My family is important 
to me, and I enjoy spending time with them. I 
am looking forward to doing story time  in the 
library.  

 



 

Big 

Ideas 

 

Martinsburg-Berkeley County  
Public Library’s 

3
rd

 Annual Comic-Con 

The Martinsburg-Berkeley County Public Library 
(MBCPL) is thrilled to hold its 3rd Annual Comic-
Con. This event, to be held, Saturday, August 6, 
2016 from 10:30am-4pm will be free for all ages. 
The day will feature a costume contest, vendors, 
authors, workshops, cosplay, giveaways, a kid 
zone, gaming, and scavenger hunt and special ap-
pearances by Jennifer Armentrout, Rafer Roberts, 
& Gage Shepherd. Costum es are encour-
aged.  Just Confirmed we will have a screen writing 
panel with accomplished actors and writers. 



 

Big 

Ideas 
PLAZA PALOOZA 

The Martinsburg Public Library will be 

hosting many different events on our Plaza.  

Come visit us on Saturdays downtown on the 

square.  

Bil’s humorous, family friendly tall-tales 
and stories have earned the appreciation of 
listeners of all ages and from all walks of 
life. Though a five time champion of the 
WV Liars’s Contest, Lepp’s stories often 
contain morsels of truth which present 
universal themes in clever and witty ways. 

Audiences all across the country, from grade 
schools to corporate execs to the Comedy 
Central’s Hudson stage, have been delighted 
by Bil’s mirthful tales and delightful insights 
into everyday life.    Bil’s books and audio 

collections have won awards including the PEN Steven 
Kroll Award for Children’s Book Writing, Parents’ 
Choice Gold awards, and awards from the National 
Parenting Publications Assoc., and the Public Library 
Assoc.  

History Reads 

A fall reading program for adults. This 

program will start with Charles Fra-

zier,  Appalachian writer in residence, 

and end with a History Alive program 

with Sacagawea in November. 

Program will  include history trivia 

night, historical films, 

and panel discussions. 

 

Visit the Martinsburg Library for more 

information on all of our programs. 



Big 

Ideas 

Around 
the 

Stacks 

 

Check out our new website. www.mbcpl.org 

Thanks to a grant from the United Way of the East-

ern Panhandle, The Construction Zone will be com-

ing to the MBCPL with outreach to Jefferson and 

Morgan Counties. Housed in the current children’s 

craft room, the construction zone will support litera-

cy as it applies to todays society. Focusing on digital, 

computer and technological literacies, the construc-

tion zone will expose children to the required skills 

of the future and reinforce those skills already ac-

quired while supporting math and science. The con-

struction zone will provide digital products and soft-

ware that will allow learning through 

creativity. 

Our YA (young adults)  department is get-

ting a facelift. We will be giving the public 

snapshots of our updates on our facebook 

page..  Follow us at  

Martinsburg-Berkeley County Public Li-

braries  

A new partnership  with the Berkeley Senior Center.  “Books 

to Go” will be a homebound delivery service for seniors who 

receive meals on wheels. Books  and audio  books will be de-

livered along with a hot meal.  We are looking forward to this 

partnership. Visit our website  for an application. Mpcpl.org 

http://www.mbcpl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mbcplibraries/
https://www.facebook.com/mbcplibraries/
mbcpl.org


 

Memorial Bench Planned For 
Hedgesville Public Library: 
  
Soon, the grassy lawn behind the Hedgesville Public 
Library will accommodate patrons who wish to enjoy 
reading outdoors.  The Hite family will donate a bench 
in memory of their forbearers, Charles and Margaret 
Hite, who raised their family in and around the 
Hedgesville area.   The Memorial Bench is to be dedi-
cated to during the 40th Annual Hite Family Reunion 
on August 13, 2016. 

Newton’s Nook Planned for Musselman-South Berkeley 

Community Library: 

Homeschool families and educators will have the option of checking out material from the 

Newton’s Nook at Musselman-South Berkeley 

Community Library.  These educational toys and 

materials can be checked out for a two week 

period and range from math manipulatives to cell 

models. Educational games and book series will 

also be available.  There is a special card that will be 

necessary to borrow material from Newton’s 

Nook. The card is available at any of the 

circulation desks in MBCPL. 

North Berkeley Library offers 

Programming for Adults! 
North Berkeley continues our partnership with the 
Falling Waters Battlefield Association to learn how 
this single battle, fought around the location of the 
current North Berkeley Library impacted the war, 
the country and the citizens of Berkeley County.  
Informative lectures are given on the second 
Thursday at 6:30 pm every other month (January, 
March, May, July, September and November). On 
alternate months, a local history program is given.  
Bob O’Connor, author of several civil war era 
books, will talk about his new book, The 
Murphy Farm: A Refuge from Racism 
at the September 8 meeting.  His book 
tells of a farm near Harper’s Ferry that has 
significance in local Civil War history and also 
in local Civil Rights history.    



 

With the rise of immigration and the philosophy of free public education for children, public libraries 
began to spread across our country. Instrumental in this movement was Andrew Carnegie who built 
more than 1700 public libraries between 1881 and 1919, initially funding the construction of those 
libraries for the purpose of educating the masses – most especially new immigrants – to create a 
knowledgeable workforce for industry.  

Since that time, community needs have evolved and libraries have adapted in order to remain relevant. 
Consider the vision of the Martinsburg Berkeley County Public Library:  

MBCPL is a leading resource of knowledge and information and the gateway to lifelong learning, 
offering a wide spectrum of services and programs in a welcoming community gathering space that 
allows our patrons to “discover the possibilities.” It is this vision that serves as the catalyst for the 
changes that are currently taking place.  

While the word “change” evokes myriad responses; for today’s library, change is synonymous with 
progress and is the life-blood for relevance and survival in our communities. In modern society, the 
public library remains the primary source for accurate information. To this end, MBCPL has engaged in 
a revitalization of the collection to move toward the provision of up-to-date resources. When this 
process began, the average publication date for the library ’s non-fiction collection was 1948. It currently 
stands at an average publication date of 2000. A rejuvenation of the children ’s department, which began 
in August of 2015 improved the average publication date from 1962 to 2007. These improvements are 
helping to create a body of information that is both accurate and relevant to community members.  
Though we will continue to tackle issues of long outdated information, with a mere 5.3% of our 
collection published within the past five years it will be a lengthy process to meet the accepted library 
standards of having an overall collection that boasts 25% of its materials as less than six years old.  

In fulfillment of our vision, MBCPL has also implemented numerous new programs and services to 
address the evolving needs of our community. Re-
establishing outreach to our young adult 
population and transforming a library space to 
accommodate youth related activities is currently 
in progress. A new collaboration with Berkeley 
Senior Services is providing library delivery to 
homebound seniors, and through a grant from the 
United Way of the Eastern Panhandle the library 
will be creating a hands-on learning lab for 
children to incorporate digital literacy and 
robotics. The popularity of Newton’s Nook (the 
library’s homeschool and educator resource area) 
has led to its expansion to the branch libraries. 
More robust programming is in the works for all 
ages including online book clubs, early literacy 
programs, expanded reading programs for all ages 
and digital literacy courses. Many new adventures 
can be found at MBCPL. Visit our website at 
mbcpl.org and stop in for a visit. 

mbcpl.org

